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If through God’s permission, the evil spirit is cautiously watching us and our affairs, what is going to
happen if we invite him to help us and to work with us in uncovering mysteries hidden by God from our eyes?
There are so many people who not only had nervous break-downs but became totally insane by their
participation in spiritist séances! How many of these séances led people to despair or drove them raving mad so
that they committed suicide? Do you realize that there are some people who sign contracts with Satan so that he
would help them in these séances?

Nine years ago I was living in Rome staying at our college. It was then that the brother of one of our
clerics died. His parents lived in a village located about ten miles from Rome. They were poor peasants who
could neither read nor write but they were trying to give their children an education. The son who had died had
been attending the Roman University where the professors were all very modern. Little by little, he had
absorbed their principles of modernism and lost his faith. He belonged to a circle of students who were all
engaged in spiritism. Fate, or rather, the Providence of God wanted this to happen — that the young man died.

After the funeral, his parents found a big pile of manuseripts that belonged to their son. They brought all of
them here to their younger son who was one of our clerics, so that he may look them over and see what his
brother had written. There were compositions — theses and notes. Among the other pages, there was one
written in red ink — in Italian. I copied it word for word, even though they offered me the original paper. 1 was
afraid to take it! — Why? You will understand why after I read you the text of that writing:

“I don’t believe in God. None of my professors believe in God, so why should I, a student, believe?
However, I believe that there is a way of communicating with the after-world. Iam signing the following
contract in my own blood to verify the fact that I keep my word. I bequeath my soul to Satan as his eternal
possession under the condition that tonight at midnight when we students have our meeting, at my command;
this Prince of Darkness will take on the appearance of a young girl, will show up at out meeting and will tell me
my future.” This contract was signed in the blood of this arrogant young man!

Contact and conversation with spirits leads first, to a great weakening of faith which normally very unstable
and superficial and in the end, results in a total loss of the teachings of Christ. The Catholic Church is still
examining the matter of spiritism. This is being done not only by holy and virtuous people, but also by
intellectuals and specialists. The Church has always stressed the fact that we honor God according to the
commandment: “You shall not have false gods before Me!” For this reason, the Cardinals of the Holy Office,
i.e. the congregation that guards the purity of our faith and customs, declared on April 26, 1917, that it is
forbidden for any Catholics to participate in any of the sessions of spiritists. This decree was confirmed by the
Holy Father Benedict XV.

For greater clarity, I am going to read this question exactly as it is written: “Is it permitted to take part in
any type of spiritist séances carried out through the help of a medium, or without one, through the use of
hypnotism or without it, through interrogation and appearance of spirits — all done under the appearance of
virtue and piety — whether questioning these spirits or whether listening to their answers, or whether just
looking — even if one protested openly or secretly that he doesn’t want anything to do with evil spirits?” To
such a question, the Congregation of the Holy Office responds: “Negative to everything! In other words, this is
all totally forbidden.”

However, their decree does not forbid educational research or investigation of spiritism. True researchers
simply want to investigate how far nature and natural forces can reach.
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Back in 1899, that same Congregation of the Holy Office issued this command: “If there are visions which
definitely cross the boundaries of natural law, it is forbidden to call upon them. If there is any doubt, one must
from the very beginning one must protest that he/she does not want to meddle in supernatural facts. Under this
condition, it is permitted to create the experience making sure that no one is scandalized.”

The teaching of the Catholic Church is clear and comprehensible. Rome has spoken, gave us an order and
it is our duty to obey it. My dear fellow country-men and women! It is such a curious fact that within the last
twenty-five years, there have arisen so many apostles, pastors and teachers of various sects among our Polish
people. Some are playing on the strings of some kind of wild arch-patriotism destroying not only religious
unity but also their unity in society. Others are ringing the bells of progress and education, yet they themselves
are spiritually and morally blind leading those who are naive through the swamps of atheism and through the
swamps of immorality. Then there are those others, who using the motto of education and knowledge, want to
tear down the veil which conceals God’s judgements from us. In other words, following in the footsteps of the
King of Darkness, they cry out, “Who is that Lord and God of yours? We don’t know Him and we refuse to
serve Him!”

My dear fellow country-men! We are now in the season of Advent. It is the time for us to prepare
ourselves for a worthy celebration of the Birth of Christ. One God, our Father sent His only beloved Son into
this world and He taught us one faith and one truth — “You shall adore only the One True God and Him only
shall you serve! And He instituted the One True Church —and who does not obey the Church, let him be
considered a pagan and a publican.”
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December 8, 1935
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

To begin I want to read you a letter that I received last Monday. Please listen: “Father, I am so happy that
you talked about spiritist séances. Our neighbor arranges such gatherings and people pay to attend — some pay
fifty cents, others pay a dollar. She has a small room in her basement where she conducts these devotions twice
aweek. She calls upon spirits and misleads people. She tells them to say certain prayers and to burn candles.

My husband became curious and after attending one session, came home, scared out of his wits because
some spirit told him that after his death, his soul will enter into some animal. I told him that the soul of such a
drunkard will be already so worn out after one long life that it will be totally unwilling to do the penance a
second time.

Father Justin, you would be surprised to see how many people come for these sessions at my neighbor’s
house! — Men, women and even young girls come! My neighbor insists that the spirits tell her everything. Yet,
why didn’t the spirits tell her that her husband was planning to run away — or notify her when the police were
coming to arrest her son who was put into prison for a term of ten to fifteen years?

Nonetheless, people go to her regularly — like to church. She herself seems to be very suspicious! She
heals others, but she herself goes to a doctor. I really think that someday she’s going to become insane like her
mother did!” End of the letter and today’s talk is:

A MIRACLE OR AN ILLUSION?

The human intellect is the greatest conceited and presumptuous thing on earth. Man has never been
satisfied with that which he received from God. Man always wanted more. He began criticizing not only the
laws and admonitions given by the Creator, but even dared to defy the Creator and refuse Him obedience. This
human intellect by refusing the light of faith lost the support for its weaknesses and infirmities and became
blind! Now it roams about in the darkness of superstition! It verifies that about which Paul, the Apostle of
Nations once wrote to his beloved disciple Timothy: “for the time will come when they will not tolerate the
sound doctrine, but, following their own desires and insatiable curiosity, will accumulate teachers and will stop
listening to the truth and will be diverted to myths.”

Today’s spiritism had its beginning in the year 1847 in the village of Hydesville in Wayne County, not too
far from Utica in the state of New York. A family of German heritage who professes the Methodist Religion
lived there. Their name was originally Voss but they later changed it to Fox.

Spirits followed little Katherine Fox! They gave her no peace neither during the day nor at night. This
little girl began to joke around with these spirits. She began to strike the wall several times ordering them,
“Now you do the same thing!” The knocking began. The spirits would knock or tap out the ages of each child
and would also give other information. In this manner the Fox family began arranging spiritist sessions and
called forth dollars from the pockets of the gullible people.

However, the true apostle of spiritism as a religion and a philosophy in Allen Kardek of France who
claimed that he had called forth the spirits of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Augustine, St. Louis and pagan
philosophers Plato and Aristotle!
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The teaching of spiritism is this: “There is a God but He does not communicate with man. Only the souls
or spirits of the departed can communicate with man. After death, souls roam around, entering one body and
then another. They are surrounded by a type of extraordinarily delicate ether by means of which they are able
to communicate with the living and associate with people. Neither heaven nor hell exists, but every person
should perfect himself. Jesus Christ is not God — He is only a perfect person who is worthy of imitation. One
does not have to listen to the Church because God is everywhere, in everyone and in everything. Divorce is
permitted and the sacraments are useless”. This goes on endlessly! That’s enough about the teachings of
spiritism. Let me now return to the confirmation of concrete facts that accompanied these teachings.

This is more or less what they were: Furniture being moved about in the room; physical blows or kicks;
lightning, thunder and tension and rigidness; readings from closed books; seeing things that were far away;
speaking in foreign or ancient languages and the diagnosis of diseases. Finally, answers being given by writing,
knocking and/or the appearance of secret shapes. Can these be explained?

Maybe you will be surprised when 1 tell you that “The London Society for Psychological Research™ has
confirmed that 90 per cent of these not miraculous, but very queer phenomena that take place at spiritist
sessions are nothing else but a hoax and plain and simple fraud. First of all, the very fact that these sessions
must always be held in total darkness, or at least, in a very poorly lit room. They claim that light bothers the
medium and is detrimental to her health! All pious spiritists must be totally sympathetic with the medium,
otherwise the spirits quit! Maybe they take a coffee break, stop for tea, or go play bridge! I don’t know! Ata
séance people must sit quietly at a table in order not to break the chain. The spirits supposedly love music and
singing and it is no wonder that these pious spiritists scratch themselves so much that they almost pull their skin
off. It is forbidden to draw near to the medium and it is forbidden to touch the medium.

Now — doesn’t all this look suspicious? Furthermore, the most famous media were caught and punished by
a court for fraud! Some use the tricks others use clever photographs and even magic machines! Doctors have
confirmed that spiritist media are individuals who are nervous, hysterical, abnormal and pathological. First they
convince others, as well as themselves that they are very special personalities, and then after so many repeated
performances, they truly believe that they are those personalities in reality!

I remember when I used to visit Wauwatos, beyond Milwaukee, about twenty years ago. They had a
hospital there for those who were mentally sick. There was a young Polish fellow there from the parish of St.
Josaphat who liked to read stories about Napoleon the Great. He read so much about his hero that in the end, it
seemed to him, and eventually he actually believed that the spirit of Napoleon entered into him and that now he
was Napoleon! He would dress in high, narrow boots and tight trousers. He wore a French coat and a big hat
with wide rings. He used to sit on a tree stump in the woods and would play some sort of weird melodies on a
fife! Even though the bunny rabbits were doing somersaults in his brain, he believed with his whole heart and
firmly insisted that he was Napoleon the Great! He was a modern type of medium for spiritist séances.

These learned men verified a second phenomenon which gives one plenty to think about — That the
knowledge of spirits never exceeds the boundaries of the knowledge possessed by the individuals who are
participating in this séance. The spirits reveal to everyone that which is hidden deeply in the brain of one of the
participants.

As for the fact that simple, uneducated people are heard speaking in foreign tongues — that, too, can be
explained in a natural way. Let’s take this example: “A certain young girl became very ill and developed an
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extremely high fever. Then, wonder of wonders, she began reciting not only small excerpts, but entire texts
from Scripture in the Hebrew language and was giving the commentaries on these texts in Aramaic. Her
relatives knelt beside her bed and her friends were convinced that the Holy Spirit was speaking through her lips.
How to explain this? They realized that she worked for a priest who was a professor of Holy Scripture and he
always prepared for his lessons orally in these two languages. This had stuck in her mind and now, her great
fever revived it!

It is also no wonder that those gathered at a séance see spirits. Have you ever heard of hallucinations? It is
nothing other than a delusion or an illusion of the mind, that it is seeing pictures or hearing words or noises that
do not exist at that moment in that immediate environment. Hallucinations happen in a whole series of mental
illnesses as well as in a state of delirium and in the state of insanity. When you were children, who of us didn’t
listen with open mouth and great wonder as Granma and Grandpa told stories about how ghosts would chase
them as they would be walking close to a cemetery back in the Old Country — or when at night they had to go to
the barn to take care of some little animal? Grandma and Grandpa swore that it was a real ghost! Was it really
a ghost? Of course, not! Imagination and nothing else! Even today, doesn’t every little boy whistle while he is
walking home after dark in order to scare away any ghost that he sees in his imagination? Does he really see a
ghost? Not at all!

Let me give you just one more example from my own personal experience: “Being a cleric in Rome and
preparing for my Ordination to the Priesthood, I always prayed for courage when I would have to be at
someone’s deathbed. 1 couldn’t imagine how I would be able to kneel by someone who is dying. How I feared
such a situation!

When I returned to the United States, I had to remain in Bufallo, New York for some time. I felt so lucky
that I wasn’t assigned to care for the sick! After two months, our famous ex-Provincial advised me: “Go into
the schools for through the children you will win over their parents. Visit the sick in the parish that you may
earn their gratitude and be faithful to the confessional that the people will then acknowledge you. Our people
area basically good so you must be good to them for they deserve it.”

I don’t know if I had carried out all his advice and for that you would have to question the parishioners at
St. Josaphat. I can openly state that I really tried, and I humbly and publicly admit that I wish I were as zealous
and full of dedication now as I was then! What a pity! But today these are only tender memories that have
never been regretted

1 beg your forgiveness for losing myself in the memories of my first years of priestly ministry. Now I
return to our topic.

Around October 20 I landed in the capital city of the American Kashubs in Milwaukee! At the beginning
of November, an incident which I had always feared took place. On a certain Saturday evening, I was sitting in
the confessional. It was just before supper — about a quarter to six. Brother Serafin came to me reporting that I
am being asked to go to someone who was dying.

1 left the confessional and went — but with what great fear! I would be ministering to a dying person for the
very first time in my life! Although the weather was already cold, I could feel drops of perspiration rolling
down my back.
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I knelt before the altar and said a prayer, then took the Holy Viaticum and the Holy Oils. I went—Even
though I was hurrying, it seemed to me that I wasn’t moving.

The sick person lived on Fifth Avenue. I entered the house and her parents, brothers and sisters are all in
tears. One of them leads me to the sick room. Till this day I can still recall the face of this sick person! The
girl was as white as a sheet and as thin as a pencil. She was a living corpse that was rapidly dying! I heard her
confession, anointed her with the Holy Oils and said the prayers for the dying. Iwas extremely nervous and
very frightened. My imagination worked at full speed!

1 had to leave this dying person because there was a large crowd of people in church still waiting to go to
confession. Out of fear, I had lost my appetite and forgot all about supper. Ilooked once more at this dying girl
traced the Sign of the Cross on her forehead and left that house. It seemed to me that this dying girl is walking
with me. From time to time, I stopped in my tracks and looked all around me to see if she really was following
me! 1 couldn’t believe my own eyes; though I saw no one, I was always convinced that she was with me!

At that moment I was walking by an alley and I looked in and, heavens! — Something big and white is
speeding towards me! I stopped breathing! In my mind I heard — “The girl has died and her soul is coming to
you! Iimmediately began to run and ran about two blocks! My legs couldn’t go further. Meanwhile, in my
imagination, I saw not one soul, but hundreds of souls! I looked around — once, twice, three times — nothing! 1
slowly came to my senses. I returned to that blind alley where that so-called spirit was rushing towards me!
Looking...I see nothing but an old newspaper, my fertile and terrified imagination had created a spirit which
was chasing and scaring me! Why? Because I was a bundle of nerves and had convinced myself that this is
nothing other than the soul of that dying girl by whose bed I had spent several minutes.

Since that day, I have been at several thousands of bedsides of people who were dying, but I never again
experienced any fear and the spirits never bothered me! Why? Because my imagination had not been suitably
twisted and prepared by personal suggestion which the learned refer to as “auto-suggestion”! My imagination
had been working under the strain of fear, terror and some kind of unconscious desire to see the soul which I
had just prepared for its eternal journey! Thus, my imagination created a spirit out of an old newspaper!

This is what happened to our old Grandmas and Grandpas as they were walking near cemeteries in the
darkness of night; this is what happened to me as I was returning from that sick girl, and this is what often
happens to the people gathered together in a room and at spiritist séance. They have their imaginations suitably
disposed to see spirits and therefore they see them! This is similar to what a starving person experiences — He
has bread constantly on his mind until he eats and is satisfied!

However, I must admit that there are certain spiritualistic phenomena which cannot be explained as either
fraud or impressionability or the sickness of the imagination. To explain these, intellectuals give us three
hypotheses or suppositions based on probability:

1. By the force of the power of the spirit which up to this time has been explained, or even by the fluent
electrical power in the human body, a man is able to read something from far away, can have a
foreboding of certain incidents, can even read thoughts and move heavy objects, etc.

2. This is just the hypothesis of the spiritists who teach that Christ was not the Son of God, but that He was
the spirit of a very learned man that materialized, entered another human body and then preached a
twofold faith — one, for everyone in general and one for a chosen few, namely the spiritists. This
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hypothesis became their faith for spiritists claim that spirits not only appear but they associate with
people! There is no life beyond the grave in the sense as taught by Christianity, but the souls make
penitential journeys through various bodies until they are completely cleansed. Man is composed not
only of body and soul, but also of a piece of a star which is never separated from the soul and sometimes
causes it to become visible. What can you say about such a system? It smells from paganism!

Listen to what Daniel Douglas Home stated and in the eyes of spiritists, he was revered as half-god! He
said, “Finally the truth is that that multitude of spirits before which those kneel who are too hasty to believe and
all superstitious souls, never did exist. At least, I have never met them anywhere on my path. I just made use
of them in order to give my performances an aura of secrecy which has always pleased the crowds, especially
the women. But, I never believed in these appearances which I brought about and which everyone credited to
some influence from beyond the grave. How could I believe in them? Ialways ordered things over which I
exerted an influence through my fluids, to say whatever I pleased. No, no medium can believe in spirits!
Certainly, especially a medium cannot believe in them! Just as the ancient druid who hid himself in an oak tree
in order to prodice fear by arousing the voices of the Teutons, so, too, the medium cannot believe in the beings
which exist solely because of his will power™.

3. This hypothesis explains that a certain black gentleman has his fingers in all spiritists visions. So, what
should we believe?

That which the Catholic Church teaches: “All visions, even the most unusual, should be explained by
natural reasons as long as it is possible. Only then, when natural causes are found to be insufficient, then it is
permitted and sometimes necessary to refer to supernatural causes!”

Not only Catholic philosophy, but any healthy philosophy teaches that a human being is composed of a
body and a soul. It excludes any astral factor or any star that unites the soul with the body. That idea only
exists in the imagination of spiritists! Penitential wandering of human souls from body to body, or
reincarnation, is a contradiction not only of the Wisdom of God., but also of morality.

The Catholic Church does not deny the fact that souls of the deceased can appear asking for prayer or
making restitution for harm they have done or to warn those still living. The Catholic Church does not deny
that very unusual incidents can happen, like — lifting one into the air, being present in two places at the same
time — bilocation, a knowledge of things either past or future — but the Church teaches that these things fo not
happen for our entertainment, nor as a result of our will, nor at our command. The Catholic Church does not
even deny the possibility of people being possessed by the angel of darkness. However, the Catholic Church
denies the possibility of the appearance of the spirits of the dead at spiritist séances. The Church
excommunicates all Catholics who belong to spiritist sects and with all severity forbids Catholics to have
anything to do with spiritist séances.

Spiritism as it is practiced today is nothing else but old-fashioned superstition dressed up in modern magic.
These spiritists engaged in calling upon spirits, want to find out something that God has hidden from human
eyes. Our holy faith teaches us that neither angels nor perfect souls — not even the souls in purgatory can take
part in these affairs. Otherwise, the spiritist would have unlimited power. We don’t know whether God permits
condemned souls to spend time among the living, but we know definitely that evil spirits roam the earth seeking
the ruin of souls, as St. Peter wrote in his first letter: “Be sober and vigilant. Your opponent, the devil is
prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour!”




